Call for Articles
for the 1/2011 “Sports”-issue of the Journal for the Study of British Cultures
The rituals of sports engage more people in a shared experience than any other institution or cultural activity today. World Cup Football gathers an estimated one billion plus electronic spectators all around the globe; and according to media research, 4.7 billion viewers worldwide tuned in to some of the television coverage of the Olympic Games in Beijing. As the numbers have been on the rise from event to event, London 2012 is expected to set another record. Despite its spectacular popularity with the masses, sport is still regarded as being on the margins of the dominant political and cultural systems. This relative marginalization is mirrored by a rather scarce academic reflection upon the subject in university departments of history, language, literature and culture. 

Britain’s (and especially England’s) contribution to the rise of modern sports is considerable. Sports which received standardized rules and regulations in nineteenth-century England include (association) football, cricket, rugby (both union and league), tennis, badminton, boxing, hockey, billiards, darts, horseracing, squash, table tennis etc. The word “record” in the sense of an unsurpassed quantified achievement appeared first in English in the late nineteenth century. Important and persistent ideas (or ideologies) such as “fair play”, embodied by the aristocratic “gentlemen amateur” who regards sporting competition as a means in itself originated in Victorian England. Before the 2009 cricket meeting with Australia, England’s players were warned by more than one British newspaper that concepts of fair play and gentlemanly conduct which assumedly still dominate English cricket, are meaningless in the Southern hemisphere where winning is everything. The importance of the discourse of the nation and nationalism for modern sports, which underlies these utterances, is as obvious as the entanglement, especially in a British context, of sports with imperialism, colonialism and post-colonialism. Even though the very idea of sports seems to contradict an involvement with politics, political questions have long since been an integral aspect of modern sports. This concerns public support, encouragement, school curricula, Olympic boycotts as well as issues of gender, race, class and religion. 

Papers are invited dealing with historical and contemporary, political and sociological, literary and cultural studies, colonial and postcolonial, gender and class etc. issues. 
Please send a brief abstract (250-300 words) by April 15th, 2010 to

Christian Schmitt-Kilb (christian.schmitt-kilb@uni-rostock.de)
